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EPA SMALL BUSINESS
INNOVATION RESEARCH
REGULAR PHASE |

Solicitation No. PR-NC-04-10308

ISSUE DATE: March 25, 2004
CLOSING DATE: May 25, 2004 *

* CAUTION - See Section V, Paragraph J.9(c), Instruc-
tions to Offerors, Concerning Late Proposals and Modi-
fications

I. PROGRAM
DESCRIPTION

A. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in-
vites small business firms to submit research proposals un-
der this Regular Small Business Innovation Research
(SBIR) Solicitation. The SBIR program is a phased process
uniform throughout the Federal Government of soliciting
proposals and awarding funding agreements for research (R)
or research and development (R&D) to meet stated agency
needs or missions.

EPA is interested in advanced technologies in Nanoma-
terials, Control and Monitoring of Air Pollution, Drinking
Water Treatment and Monitoring, Water and Wastewater
Management, Hazardous Waste Management and Site
Remediation, Hazardous Waste Monitoring, Solid Waste
Recycling, Safe Buildings, and Drinking Water and Waste-
water Security. EPA also is issuing Special SBIR Solicita-
tions covering Pollution Prevention, Hazardous Waste
Minimization and Technology Solutions for Pacific South-
west Environmental Problems. (See summary list of re-
search topics and subtopics in each EPA SBIR Phase I So-
licitation.) The proposed research must directly pertain to
EPA’s environmental mission and must be responsive to
EPA program interests included in the topic descriptions in
this solicitation. (See Table 1 on the next page for a sum-
mary listing of all research topics included in the SBIR
Regular and three Special Solicitations.)

In order to facilitate proposal reviews by external peer
reviewers with specialized expertise and by EPA technical
personnel with focused program needs and priorities, offer-

ors must designate a research topic for their proposal. The
same proposal may not be submitted under more than one
topic and the same proposal cannot be submitted under
more than one EPA SBIR solicitation issued in 2004. An
organization may, however, submit separate proposals on
different topics, or different proposals on the same topic, as
long as the proposals are not duplicates of the same research
principle modified to fit the topic. If such duplicates are
submitted, only one will be reviewed. Refer to Sections IV,
V, and VI for additional requirements. Where similar re-
search is discussed under more than one topic, the offeror
shall choose the topic most relevant to the proposed re-
search. It is the complete responsibility of offerors to select
and identify the best topic for their proposals.

B. Offerors are responsible for submitting proposals,
and any modifications or revisions, so as to reach the Gov-
ernment office designated in this solicitation by the time
specified in this solicitation. See Section V, Paragraph
J.9(c), Instructions to Offerors, concerning Late Proposals
and Modifications.

THIS SOLICITATION IS FOR PHASE I
PROPOSALS ONLY.

To stimulate and foster technological innovation, in-
cluding increasing private sector applications of Federal
research or R&D, EPA’s program follows the SBIR pro-
gram’s uniform process:

(1) PHASE 1. Phase I involves a solicitation of pro-
posals to conduct feasibility related experimental research
or R&D related to described agency requirements. The ob-
jective of this phase is to determine the technical feasibility
and preliminary commercialization potential of the pro-
posed effort and the quality of performance of the small
concern with a relatively small agency investment before
consideration of further Federal support in Phase II. The
Government is not obligated to fund any specific Phase I
proposal. The maximum dollar amount of this special
Phase I solicitation is $70,000 and the term of performance
should not exceed six (6) months.

(2) PHASE II. Phase II proposals may only be sub-
mitted by Phase I awardees invited to submit proposals.
Phase I1 is the principal research or R&D effort and Phase
II projects should normally be completed in 15 months.
The objective is to continue the research or R&D initiated
under Phase I and work toward commercialization of the
technology. Phase II awards are expected to include full
scale testing of the technology, but may not necessarily
complete the total research and development that may be
required to satisfy commercial or Federal needs beyond the
SBIR program. Completion of the research and develop-
ment may be through Phase III. The Agency is under no
obligation to fund any proposal or any specific number of



Table 1. SBIR Solicitation Research Topics

Regular Phase I Solicitation

Pollution Prevention
Special Phase 1
Solicitation

Waste Minimization

Special Phase |
Solicitation

Pacific Southwest
Special Phase 1
Solicitation

Al. Nanomaterials A2. Automobile and A3. Waste Minimization | A4. Air Pollution in
Other Green 30 Priority Arid Climates
Supplier Networks Chemicals
B1. Control and Monitoring of Air Pollution B2. Hospitals for a B3. Waste Gasification B4. Drinking Water in
Controls for Restaurants Healthy Arid Climates
Controls for Small Boilers Environment
Fuel Tank Evaporative Emissions
Monitors for Hazardous Waste Combustion
Monitors for Ambient Air Toxic Metals
C1. Drinking Water Treatment and Monitoring C2. Flame Retardants C4. Wastewater in Arid
Climates
D1. Water and Wastewater Management D2. Diisocyanates D4. Solid Waste in Arid
Water Quality Management Climates
Municipal Onsite and Decentralized Wastewater Treatment
Water Conservation and Reuse
Urban Stormwater and Sewer Overflows
Urban Infrastructure Rehabilitation
E1l. Hazardous Waste Management and Site Remediation E2. Fragrances E4. Stormwater From
Hazardous Waste Management Construction and
Site Remediation Industry
Contaminated Sediments
F1. Hazardous Waste Monitoring F2. Industrial Design F4. Dairies and CAFOs
G1. Solid Waste Recycling G2. Printed Wiring G4. Chronic Wasting
Boards Disease
H1. Safe Buildings H4. Green Buildings
I1. Drinking Water and Wastewater Security
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proposals in a given topic. It also may elect to fund several
or none of the proposed approaches to the same topic.

It is anticipated that approximately 10 Phase II awards
will be made, each with a dollar amount of $225,000 and
15-month term of performance. For Phase II, the Agency is
planning to offer two Phase II Options: (1) Phase I Com-
mercialization Option under which Phase II offerors may
submit a proposal for $70,000 additional funding to expand
R&D efforts to accelerate the project from full scale testing
and demonstration to full commercialization; and (2) Phase
II Environmental Technology Verification (ETV) Option
under which Phase II offerors may submit a proposal for up
to $25,000 additional funding to facilitate third party
R/R&D verification testing that will improve the quality as-
surance and quality control (QA/QC) of the technology and
accelerate the acceptance and use of improved and more
cost-effective technologies. EPA Federal funds must be
designated strictly for advancing the research related ele-
ments of the project. No automatic preference shall be
given to offers that address the options; however, in the case
where an offeror addresses the option(s) in its proposal, the
entire proposal including the option(s) shall be evaluated.
The Agency would have a unilateral right to exercise the op-
tion after EPA’s acceptance of the company’s option docu-
mentation. Documentation for the Phase II Commercializa-
tion Option are receipts showing that at least $100,000 was
transferred to the contractor from one or more third party
investors, such as a venture capital firm; an “angel” inves-
tor; local, state or Federal non-SBIR funding source; another
company under a partnership, licensing, or joint venture ar-
rangement; or any combination of third parties. Doc-
umentation for the ETV Option is the signed ETV Tech-
nology Verification Testing Commitment Letter. (For more
information on ETV, visit http://www.epa.gov/etv.) The
Government is not obligated to fund any specific Phase II
proposal.

For technologies awarded Phase I contracts under this
solicitation, the follow-on Phase II Solicitation will be is-
sued on/about July 28, 2005, and proposals will be due
on/about September 15, 2005. It is expected that each Phase
II proposal will be evaluated on the results of Phase I, the
Phase II program plan and the commercial potential of the
Phase II proposal. The evaluation criteria will be as fol-
lows:

PHASE II CRITERIA

1. Results of Phase I and degree to which research
objectives and identified customer needs were met.
Demonstration of performance/cost effectiveness and
environmental benefits associated with the proposed re-
search, including risk reduction potential.

2. Quality and soundness of the Phase II research plan
to establish the technical and commercial viability of
the proposed concept as evidenced through technology
prototypes or initial commercial demonstrations.

3. Qualifications of the principal/key investigator, sup-
porting staff and consultants. Time commitment of
principal/key investigator, adequacy of equipment and
facilities and proposed budget to accomplish the pro-
posed research. Adequacy of Phase II Quality Assur-
ance Summary.

4. Potential of the proposed concept for significant
commercialization applications. The quality and ade-
quacy of the commercialization plan to produce an in-
novative product, process or device and getting tech-
nology prototypes or initial Phase II applications into
commercial production and sales.

5. The offeror’s SBIR or other research commerciali-
zation record. Existence of second phase funding com-
mitments from private sector or non-SBIR funding
sources. Existence of third phase follow-on commit-
ments and presence of other indicators of commercial
potential of the idea.

(3) PHASE III. Where appropriate and needed in or-
der to complete the research and development, there may be
a third phase which is funded by:

1. Non-Federal sources of capital for commercial ap-
plications of SBIR funded research or research and de-
velopment.

2. Federal Government with non-SBIR Federal funds
for SBIR derived products and processes that will be
used by the Federal Government.

3. Non-SBIR Federal funds for the continuation of re-
search or research and development that has been com-
petitively selected using peer review or scientific re-
view criteria.

C. Each offeror submitting a proposal must qualify as
a small business for research or R&D purposes at the time
of award of Phase I and Phase II funding agreements. In
addition, the primary employment of the principal investi-
gator must be with the small business firm at the time of
contract award and during the conduct of the proposed re-
search. Principal investigators who appear to be employed
by a university must submit a letter from the university stat-
ing that the principal investigator, if awarded a SBIR con-
tract, will become a less-than-half-time employee of the
university. Also, a principal investigator who appears to be
a staff member of both the applicant and another employer
must submit a letter from the second employer stating that,
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if awarded a SBIR contract, he/she will become a less than
half-time employee of such organization. Letters demon-
strating that these requirements have been fulfilled shall be
submitted prior to contract award to the addressee stated in
Section VI of this solicitation. Failure to do so may jeop-
ardize award. Also, for both Phase I and Phase II, the re-
search or R&D work must be performed in the United
States. (For definition of the United States, see Section
IL.J)

D. For Phase I the Government anticipates the
award of approximately $1.05 M in firm-fixed-price con-
tracts at approximately $70,000 each including profit,
but reserves the right to change either the number of awards
or the amount of the individual awards depending on the
outcome of the selection process. The contractor’s period of
performance is expected to be 6 months. Award of any con-
tract(s) resulting from this solicitation shall be to the respon-
sible offeror(s) with the highest rankings after evaluation in
accordance with Section IV. Source selection will not be
based on a comparison of cost or price. However, cost or
price will be evaluated to determine whether the price, in-
cluding any proposed profit, is fair and reasonable and
whether the offeror understands the work and is capable of
performing the contract.

E. All inquiries concerning this solicitation shall be
submitted to the following E-mail address:

johnson.marsha@epa.gov

If E-mail is not available to you, written or telephone
inquiries may be directed to:

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Attention: Marsha Johnson, Regular SBIR Phase I
RTP Procurement Operations Division (D143-01)
Research Triangle Park, NC 27711

Telephone: (919) 541-0952

Fax: (919) 541-1075

Potential offerors are encouraged to communicate via
E-mail.

II. DEFINITIONS

For purposes of this solicitation, the following defini-
tions apply:

A. Research or Research and Development (R/R&D):
Any activity that is:

(1) A systematic, intensive study directed toward great-
er knowledge or understanding of the subject studied;

(2) A systematic study directed specifically toward ap-
plying new knowledge to meet a recognized need; or

(3) A systematic application of knowledge toward the
production of useful materials, devices, and systems or
methods, including design, development, and improve-
ment of prototypes and new processes to meet specific
requirements.

B. Funding Agreement: Any contract, grant, or coop-
erative agreement entered into between any Federal agency
and any small business concern for the performance of ex-
perimental, developmental, or research work, including
products and services, funded in whole or in part by the
Federal Government.

C. Subcontract: Any agreement, other than one in-
volving an employer-employee relationship, entered into by
an awardee of a funding agreement calling for supplies or
services for the performance of the original funding agree-
ment.

D. Small Business Concern: A concern that, on the
date of award for both Phase I and Phase II funding agree-
ments, meets the following criteria:

(1) Is organized for profit, with a place of business lo-
cated in the United States, which operates primarily
within the United States or which makes a significant
contribution to the United States economy through pay-
ment of taxes or use of American products, materials,
or labor;

(2) Is in the legal form of an individual proprietorship,
partnership, limited liability company, corporation,
joint venture, association, trust, or cooperative, except
that where the form is a joint venture, there can be no
more than 49 percent participation by foreign business
entities in the joint venture;

(3) Is at least 51 percent owned and controlled by one
or more individuals who are citizens of, or permanent
resident aliens in the United States, except in the case
of a joint venture, where each entity to the venture must
be 51 percent owned and controlled by one or more in-
dividuals who are citizens of, or permanent resident al-
iens in the United States; and

(4) Has, including its affiliates, not more than 500 em-
ployees.

E. Socially and Economically Disadvantaged Small
Business Concern: A socially and economically disadvan-
taged small business concern is one that is:
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(1) At least 51 percent owned by one or more minority
and disadvantaged; or in the case of a publicly owned
business, at least 51 percent of the voting stock of
which is owned by minority and disadvantaged indi-
viduals; and

(2) Whose management and daily business operations
are controlled by one or more socially and economi-
cally disadvantaged individuals.

F. Socially and Economically Disadvantaged Individ-
ual: A member of any of the following groups:

(1) Black Americans;
(2) Hispanic Americans;

(3) Native Americans (American Indians, Eskimos,
Aleuts, or Native Hawaiians);

(4) Asian-Pacific Americans (persons with origins from
Burma, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore,
Brunei, Japan, China (including Hong Kong), Taiwan,
Laos, Cambodia (Kampuchea), Vietnam, Korea, The
Philippines, U.S. Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
(Republic of Palau), Republic of the Marshall Islands,
Federated States of Micronesia, the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, Samoa, Macao,
Fiji, Tonga, Kiribati, Tuvalu, or Nauru);

(5) Subcontinent Asian Americans (persons with ori-
gins from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Bhu-
tan, the Maldives Islands, or Nepal); and

(6) Other groups designated from time to time by SBA
pursuant to Section 124.103 (d) of 13 CFR Ch.1 (1-1-
02 Edition).

G. Women-Owned Small Business Concern: A small
business concern that is at least 51 percent owned by one or
more women, or in the case of a publicly owned business, at
least 51 percent of the stock is owned by women, and wom-
en control the management and daily business operations.

H. Historically Underutilized Business Zone (HUB-
Zone): A small business concern meeting the following re-
quirements:

(1) Located in a HUBZone area located in one or more
of the following:

a) A qualified census tract (as defined in Section
42(d)(5)(C)(1)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986;

>

b) A qualified “non-metropolitan county” (as de-
fined in Section 143 (k)(2)(B) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986) with a median household
income of less than 80 percent of the State median
household income or with an unemployment rate
of not less than 140 percent of the Statewide aver-
age, based on U.S. Department of Labor recent
data; or,

c¢) Lands within the boundaries of Federally recog-
nized Indian reservations.

(2) Owned and controlled by one or more U.S. Citi-
zens; and,

(3) At least 35 percent of its employees must reside in a
HUBZone.

1. Primary Employment: More than one-half of the
principal investigator’s time is spent in the employ of the
small business concern.

J. United States: The 50 States, the Territories and
possessions of the Federal Government, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, the District of Columbia, the Republic of
the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia,
and the Republic of Palau.

K. Commercialization: The process of developing
marketable products or services and producing and deliver-
ing products or services for sale (whether by the originating
party or by others) to Government or commercial markets.

L. SBIR Technical Data: All data generated during the
performance of an SBIR award.

M. SBIR Technical Data Rights: The rights a small
business concern obtains in data generated during the per-
formance of any SBIR Phase I, Phase I, or Phase III award
that an awardee delivers to the Government during or upon
completion of a Federally-funded project, and to which the
Government receives a license.

III. PROPOSAL
PREPARATION
INSTRUCTIONS AND
REQUIREMENTS

A. PROPOSAL PAGE LIMIT

Proposals submitted in response to this Phase I of the
SBIR program shall not exceed a total of 25 pages, one side



EPA Small Business Innovation Research Program Phase I Solicitation No. PR-NC-04-10308

only. The only exception would be regarding the require-
ments set forth in Section I11.D.12, “Prior SBIR Awards.”
The 25 pages shall include the cover page, budget, and all
enclosures or attachments. Pages (including enclosures or
attachments such as letters of recommendation) should be of
standard size (8 2" x 11"; 21.6 cm x 27.9 cm) with 2.5 cm
margins and type no smaller than 10 point font size. All
pages shall be consecutively numbered. Proposals in ex-
cess of the 25 page limitation shall not be considered for
review or award. Any additional attachments, appendices
or references beyond the 25-page limitation shall result in
the proposal not being considered for review or award. A
letter of transmittal is not necessary. If one is furnished, it
shall not be attached to every copy of the proposal. If a let-
ter of transmittal is attached to every copy of the proposal, it
will be counted as page 1 of the proposal. No binders are
necessary. If binders are provided, they will be counted as
pages even if no printing or writing is thereon.

B. PROPOSAL COVER SHEET

The offeror shall photocopy (or download from the In-
ternet) and complete Appendix A of this solicitation which
has the relevant solicitation number as page 1 of each copy
of each proposal. No other cover shall be permitted.
When downloading the solicitation from the Internet, Ap-
pendix A may print on two pages, but will only count as one
page per Appendix. Offerors may reformat the forms to
correct spacing and pagination errors; however, identical
information shall be provided.

The original of the cover sheet shall contain the pen-
and-ink signatures of the principal investigator and the cor-
porate/business official authorized to sign the proposal.

C. PROJECT SUMMARY

The offeror shall complete Appendix B as page 2 of
each proposal. Appendix B is limited to 1 page. The Pro-
ject Summary shall include a technical abstract with a brief
description of the problem or opportunity, the innovation,
project objectives, and description of the effort. In summa-
rizing anticipated results, the implications of the approach
(for both Phases I and II) and the potential commercial ap-
plications of the research shall be stated. THE AB-
STRACT IS USED EXTENSIVELY DURING THE EX-
TERNAL PEER REVIEW AND EPA INTERNAL
PROGRAMMATIC REVIEW. The project summary of
successful proposals will be published by EPA and, there-
fore, must not contain proprietary information.

D. TECHNICAL CONTENT

Begin the main body of the proposal on page 3. Asa
minimum, the following shall be included:

1. IDENTIFICATION AND SIGNIFICANCE OF
THE PROBLEM OR OPPORTUNITY. A clear
statement of the specific technical problem or opportu-
nity addressed and the environmental benefits. IN-
FORMATION ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL
BENEFITS ASSOCIATED WITH THE TECH-
NOLOGY IS A VERY IMPORTANT PART OF
THE EXTERNAL PEER REVIEW AND EPA IN-
TERNAL PROGRAMMATIC REVIEW. Where
appropriate, proposals should describe the positive and
negative environmental benefits based on an assess-
ment of the full life cycle of the new product or tech-
nology. Life Cycle Assessment (LCA) refers to the
analysis of impacts throughout all stages of a product
or process from production to use to disposal. Integra-
tion of a life cycle perspective into the environmental
analysis typically considers impacts from raw materials
extraction, manufacture, packaging, distribution and
disposal.

2. PHASE I OBJECTIVES. State the specific objec-
tives of Phase I research and development effort, in-
cluding the technical questions it will try to answer to
determine the feasibility of the proposed approach.

3. PHASE I WORK PLAN. This section provides a
detailed description of the work plan. The work plan
should describe what will be done, where it will be
done and how the R/R&D will be carried out. The
work planned to achieve each task should be discussed
in detail, to enable a complete scientific and technical
evaluation of the work plan. A work schedule should
also be provided.

4. RELATED RESEARCH OR R&D. Describe
significant research or R&D that is directly related to
the proposal including any conducted by the project
manager/principal investigator or by the proposing
firm. Describe how it relates to the proposed effort,
and any planned coordination with outside sources.
Offerors must demonstrate their awareness of key re-
cent research or R&D conducted by others in the spe-
cific topic area by providing appropriate references
from the literature and other published documents.

5. KEY PERSONNEL AND BIBLIOGRAPHY OF
DIRECTLY RELATED WORK. Identify key per-
sonnel involved in Phase I including their directly re-
lated education, experience and bibliographic informa-
tion. Where vitae are extensive, summaries that focus
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on the most relevant experience or publications are de-
sired and may be necessary to meet proposal size limi-
tations.

6. RELATIONSHIP WITH FUTURE RESEARCH
OR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT. State the
anticipated results of the proposed approach if the pro-
ject is successful (Phase I and II). A discussion of cost-
effectiveness is paramount, especially comparing the
state-of-the-art approaches with the proposed approach.
Discuss the significance of the Phase I effort in provid-
ing a foundation for Phase II R/R&D effort.

7. FACILITIES. A detailed description, availability
and location of instrumentation and physical facilities
proposed for Phase I shall be provided.

8. CONSULTANTS. Involvement of consultants in
the planning and research stages of the project is per-
mitted. If such involvement is intended, it should be

described in detail and vitae should be provided.

9. COMMERCIALIZATION PLAN. Provide an
abbreviated 2-3 page plan related directly to producing
an innovative product, process or device and getting it
into commercial production and sales. Comprehensive
business plans (that are company rather than project
oriented) are not desired. The Phase I plan is a road-
map toward producing a detailed Phase II Commer-
cialization Plan, which shall be required as part of the
Phase II Application.

NOTE: The Small Business Research and Develop-
ment Enhancement Act of 1992 allows discretionary techni-
cal assistance to SBIR awardees. The Agency may provide
up to $4,000 of SBIR funds for technical assistance per
award. EPA intends to provide Phase I awardees with tech-
nical assistance through a separate EPA arrangement. For
Phase I, this assistance will be in addition to the award
amount. For Phase II, the law allows each awardee to ex-
pend up to $4,000 per year of the award amount for techni-
cal assistance services.

The Phase I plan shall provide limited information on
the subjects described below. Explain what will be done
during Phase I to decide on applications, markets, produc-
tion and financing. The Commercialization Plan shall ad-
dress:

a. SBIR Project: Brief description of the company, its
principal field(s) of interest, size and current products
and sales. A concise description of the SBIR project
and its key technical objectives.

b. Commercial Applications: Potential commercial
applications of the research results specifying custom-

ers and specific needs that will be satisfied. Have you
or do you intend to file for one or more patents as a re-
sult of the SBIR project?

c. Competitive Advantages: What is particularly inno-
vative about the anticipated technology or products?
(Innovation may be expressed in terms of applications,
performance, efficiencies or reduced cost. To deter-
mine if your innovation is likely to result in intellectual
property that may be legally protected, it helps to con-
duct a patent search and look for related work being
funded by EPA or another Federal agency. A fact sheet
on how to search for patents and related Federally-
funded work is provided in Appendix E.) What sig-
nificant advantages in application, performance, tech-
nique, efficiency, or costs, do you anticipate your new
technology will have over existing technology? (In or-
der to assess such advantages, it is useful to compare
the anticipated performance of your technology against
substitutable products currently being sold or emerging
out of R&D. If regulations, industry standards or certi-
fying requirements apply to your technology or prod-
uct, these provide useful criteria for comparing your
anticipated performance with potentially competing
technology and products. However, other expressions
of end-user needs may also contain important criteria).

d. Markets: What are the anticipated specific markets
for the resulting technology, their estimated size, clas-
ses of customers, and your estimated market share 5
years after the project is completed and/or first sales?
Who are the major competitors in the markets, present
and/or anticipated?

e. Commercialization: Briefly describe how you plan
to produce your product. Do you intend to manufac-
ture it yourself, subcontract the manufacturing, enter
into a joint venture or manufacturing agreement, li-
cense the product, etc.? Briefly describe the approach
and steps you plan to take to commercialize the re-
search results to significant sales. Do you plan to mar-
ket the product yourself, through dealers, contract
sales, marketing agreements, joint venture, sales repre-
sentatives, foreign companies, etc.? How do you plan
to raise money to support your commercialization plan?

10. SIMILAR OR CLOSELY RELATED SBIR
AWARDS. If the small business concern has received
ANY prior Phase I or Phase II award(s) from EPA or
any Federal agency for similar or closely related re-
search, submit name of awarding agency, date of
award, funding agreement number, amount and topic or
subtopic title. DESCRIBE THE TECHNICAL DIF-
FERENCES AND REASONS WHY THE PRO-
POSED NEW PHASE I RESEARCH IS DIFFER-
ENT FROM RESEARCH CONDUCTED UNDER
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PRIOR SBIR AWARDS. (This required proposal in-
formation shall be counted toward proposal pages
count limitation.)

11. DUPLICATE OR EQUIVALENT SBIR PRO-
POSALS. A firm may elect to submit essentially
equivalent work under other Federal Program Solicita-
tions. In these cases, a statement shall be included in
each such proposal indicating: the name and address of
the agencies to which proposals were submitted or from
which awards were received; date of proposal submis-
sion or date of award; title, number, and date of solicita-
tions under which proposals were submitted or awards
received; specific applicable research topics for each
proposal submitted or award received; titles of research
projects; and name and title of project manager or prin-
cipal investigator for each proposal submitted or award
received. (This information shall count toward pro-
posal pages count limitation.)

12. PRIOR SBIR AWARDS. If the small business
concern has received ANY prior Phase II award from
any Federal agency in the prior 5 fiscal years, submit
name of awarding agency, date of award, funding
agreement number, amount, topic or subtopic title, fol-
low-on agreement amount, source and date of commit-
ment and current commercialization status for each
Phase II. (This required proposal information shall be
included as an attachment to the proposals and shall
not be counted toward proposal pages count limitation.)

E. COST BREAKDOWN/
PROPOSED BUDGET

Complete the budget form in Appendix C and include
the form immediately after proposal Section D.11. Photo-
copy the form for the required copies for submission. In-
corporate the copy of the budget form bearing the original
signature into the copy of the proposal bearing the original
signature on the cover page. The budget form will count as
1 page in the 25 page limit. If budget explanation pages are
included, they will count toward the 25 page limit.

F. PHASE I QUALITY
ASSURANCE NARRATIVE
STATEMENT

Offerors shall state whether or not their proposal in-
volves data collection or processing, environmental meas-
urements, modeling, or the development of environmental
technology (whether hardware-based or via new tech-
niques). The Quality Assurance Narrative provides a state-
ment on processes that will be used to assure that results of

the research satisfy the intended project objectives. EPA is
particularly interested in the quality controls for data gen-
eration and acquisition, and how data validation and usabil-
ity will be verified. This quality assurance narrative state-
ment shall not exceed 2 pages and will be included in the 25
page limitation for the proposal. For each item below, ei-
ther present the required information, reference the specific
location of the information in the proposal, or provide a jus-
tification of why the item does not apply to the proposed
research.

1. Identify the individual who will be responsible for
the quality assurance and quality control aspects of the
research. (Quality assurance (QA) is an integrated sys-
tem of management activities involving planning, im-
plementation, documentation, assessment, and im-
provement to ensure that a process, or item is of the
type and quality needed for the project. Quality control
(QC) is the system of technical activities that measures
the attributes and performance of a process or item
against defined standards, to verify that they meet the
stated requirements.)

2. Discuss the activities to be performed or the hy-
pothesis to be tested and criteria for determining ac-
ceptable data quality. (Note: Such criteria may be
expressed in terms of precision, accuracy, representa-
tiveness, completeness, and comparability or in terms
of data quality objectives or acceptance and evaluation
criteria.) Also, these criteria shall be applied to deter-
mine the acceptability of existing or secondary data to
be used in the project. (In this context, secondary data
may be defined as data previously collected for other
purposes or from other sources.)

3. Describe the study design. Include sample type(s)
and location requirements, all statistical analyses that
were or will be used to estimate the types and numbers
of physical samples required, or equivalent information
for studies using survey and interview techniques, or
describe how new technology will be benchmarked to
improve existing processes, such as those used by in-
dustry.

4. Describe the procedures that will be used in the cali-
bration and performance evaluation of all analytical in-
strumentation and all methods of analysis to be used
during the project. Explain how the effectiveness of
any new technology will be measured.

5. Describe the procedures for the handling and cus-
tody of samples, including sample collection, identifi-
cation, preservation, transportation, and storage, or how
the accuracy of test measurements will be verified.
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6. Discuss the procedures for data reduction and report-
ing, including a description of all statistical

methods to make inferences and conclusions, with iden-
tification of any statistical software to be used; discuss
any computer models to be designed or utilized and de-
scribe the associated verification and validation tech-
niques.

7. Describe the quantitative and/or qualitative proce-
dures that will be used to evaluate the success of the
project, including any plans for peer or other reviews of
the study design or analytical methods prior to data col-
lection.

8. The name and title of the company person responsi-
ble for tracking compliance of the SBIR contract activi-
ties with the requirements of the QA Plan.

A more detailed Proposal Quality Assurance Plan will
be required in Phase II. The plan will be required as part of
the first monthly report under the Phase II contract.

IV. METHOD OF
SELECTION AND
EVALUATION
CRITERIA

All Phase I proposals will be evaluated and judged on a
competitive basis by peer reviewers from outside EPA. Pro-
posals will be initially screened to determine responsive-
ness. As noted in Section III, proposals exceeding the 25-
page limitation will not be considered for review or award.
Also, as noted in Section I, any proposal addressing more
than one research topic, failing to identify the research topic
by letter symbol on the cover page, and submitting the same
proposal under more than one solicitation issued in 2004
will not be considered for review or award. Proposals pass-
ing this initial screening will be reviewed for technical merit
by external peer panels of technical experts, using the tech-
nical evaluation criteria described in A.1 below. Each of the
criteria are equal in value. These panels will assign each
proposal an adjectival rating of “excellent,” “very good,”
“good,” “fair” or “poor”, using the specified criteria. The
proposals assigned “excellent” and “very good” ratings,
then will be subjected to the programmatic review within
EPA, to further evaluate these applications in relation to
program priorities and balance using the criteria specified in
A.2 below. Each proposal will be judged on its own merit.
The Agency is under no obligation to fund any proposal or
any specific number of proposals in a given topic. It also
may elect to fund several or none of the proposed ap-
proaches to the same topic or subtopic.

A. TECHNICAL EVALUATION
CRITERIA

1. EXTERNAL PEER REVIEW. The external peer
review panels will utilize the following evaluation cri-
teria to rate each proposal. The criteria are of equal
importance.

CRITERIA

a. The scientific and technical significance of the
proposed technology and its appropriateness to the
research topic. Quality and soundness of the re-
search plan to establish the technical and commer-
cial feasibility of the concept.

b. The uniqueness/ingenuity of the proposed con-
cept or application as technological innovation.
Originality and innovativeness of the proposed re-
search toward meeting customer needs and achiev-
ing commercialization of the technology.

c. Potential demonstration of performance/cost ef-
fectiveness and environmental benefits associated
with the proposed research, including risk reduc-
tion potential.

d. Qualifications of the principal/key investigator,
supporting staff and consultants. Time commit-
ment of principal/key investigator, adequacy of
equipment and facilities and proposed budget to
accomplish the proposed research. Adequacy and
quality of the Quality Assurance Narrative State-
ment.

e. Potential of the proposed concept for significant
commercial applications. Potential for the com-
mercialization plan to produce an innovative prod-
uct, process or device and to put it into commercial
production and sales. Potential market and compe-
tition and other financial/business indicators of
commercialization potential and the offeror’s
SBIR or other research commercialization record.

All peer reviewers will be required to sign an agree-
ment to protect the confidentiality of all proposal material,
and to certify that no conflict of interest exists between the
reviewer and the offeror. A copy of both forms is available
upon request; however, the identity of the reviewer will not
be released.

2. EPA PROGRAMMATIC REVIEW. The propos-
als that received ratings of “excellent” or “very good”
by the External Peer Review Panel will be subject to
the programmatic review by EPA program managers
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using the criteria set forth below to select which of the
“excellent” and “very good” proposals will be funded.
Projects will not be funded where EPA determines the
proposed research already is being supported by EPA or
another known source. The evaluation criteria “a”
through “c” are of equal value and will be used to
evaluate the applications in relation to program priori-

ties, balance and programmatic relevancy.
CRITERIA

a. The potential of the technology to meet Agency
program priorities and to strengthen the overall
balance of the SBIR program. How well the tech-
nology fits into EPA’s overall research strategy or
program within the Phase I research topic.

b. The potential of the technology for significant
environmental benefits and for strengthening the
scientific basis for risk assessment/risk manage-
ment in the Agency research topic area.

c. The potential of the technology to have broad
application or to impact large segments of the pop-
ulation.

B. RELEASE OF PROPOSAL
REVIEW INFORMATION

After final award decisions have been announced, the
technical evaluations of the offeror’s proposal will be pro-
vided to the offeror. The identity of the reviewer shall not
be disclosed.

V. CONSIDERATIONS
A. AWARDS

The Government anticipates award of approximately 15
firm-fixed-price contracts of up to $70,000 each, including
profit. It is expected that these contracts will be awarded
with a contract start date of March 1, 2005. The period of
performance for the contracts should not exceed six (6)
months. The primary consideration in selecting proposals
for award will be the technical merit of the proposal. Pro-
posals shall be evaluated in accordance with the Technical
Evaluation Criteria stated in IV.A. above. Source selection
will not be based on a comparison of cost or price. How-
ever, cost or price will be evaluated to determine whether
the price, including any proposed profit, is fair and reason-
able and whether the offeror understands the work and is
capable of performing the contract.
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This current solicitation is for Phase I only, and the
Government is not obligated to fund any specific Phase I
proposal.

Funds are not presently available for this contract. The
Government’s obligation under this contract is contingent
upon the availability of appropriated funds from which pay-
ment for contract purposes can be made. No legal liability
on the part of the Government for any payment may arise
until funds are made available to the Contracting Officer for
this contract and until the Contractor receives notice of such
availability, to be confirmed in writing by the Contracting
Officer.

B. REPORTS

1. The Contractor shall furnish two (2) copies of a
monthly letter report stating progress made. One (1)
copy of the report shall be submitted to the Contract-
level Contracting Officer’s Representative with one (1)
copy to the Contract Specialist. The reports shall be
submitted within 7 calendar days after the end of the
reporting period. Specific areas of interest shall in-
clude progress made and difficulties encountered dur-
ing the reporting period, and a statement of activities
anticipated during the subsequent reporting period.
The report shall include any changes in personnel asso-
ciated with the project. Also, the first month’s report
shall contain a work plan and schedule of accomplish-
ments for the subsequent months of the project. The
Monthly Report shall include, as an attachment, a copy
of the monthly voucher for the same period.

2. Two (2) copies of a comprehensive final report on
the Phase I project shall be submitted to the Contract-
level Contracting Officer’s Representative by the com-
pletion date of the contract. The Contract Specialist
shall receive one (1) copy. This final report shall in-
clude a single-page project summary as the first page,
identifying the purpose of the research, a brief descrip-
tion of the research carried out, the research findings or
results, and potential applications of the research in a
final paragraph. The balance of the report shall indi-
cate in detail the research objectives, research work
carried out, results obtained, and estimates of technical
feasibility. The report shall include a discussion of any
commercialization activity carried out during Phase I as
well as future commercialization plans.

3. Two (2) hard copies (and one copy on a disk in
Word Perfect or ASCII format) of a publishable
(cleared for the general public) 2-3 page Executive
Summary of the final report for Phase I shall be sub-
mitted to the Contract-level Contracting Officer’s Rep-
resentative by the completion date of the contract. This
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special report shall be a true summary of the report, in-
cluding the purpose of the project, work carried out and
results. The summary shall stress innovativeness and
potential commercialization. The Executive Summary
will be placed on the EPA SBIR Web Site, and there-
fore, it shall include the specific results the company is
willing to release to the public.

C. PAYMENT SCHEDULE

Phase I payments will be made as follows:

Eighteen percent (18%) of the total contract price shall
be paid upon receipt and acceptance of a proper invoice
with each of the first five monthly reports. The remainder
shall be paid upon receipt and acceptance of the final report.
Pursuant to the provisions of FAR 52.232-25, “Prompt Pay-
ment,” payment will be rendered within thirty (30) days
after receipt of a proper invoice.

D. INNOVATIONS,
INVENTIONS, AND
PATENTS

1. LIMITED RIGHTS INFORMATION AND DATA

a. Proprietary Information

Information contained in unsuccessful proposals will
remain the property of the offeror. The Government may,
however, retain copies of all proposals. Public release of
information in any proposal submitted will be subject to ex-
isting statutory and regulatory requirements.

If proprietary information is provided by an offeror in a
proposal, which constitutes a trade secret, proprietary com-
mercial or financial information, confidential personal in-
formation or data affecting the national security, it will be
treated in confidence, to the extent permitted by law. This
information must be clearly marked by the offeror with the
term “confidential proprietary information” and the follow-
ing legend must appear on the cover page of the proposal:

“These data shall not be not be disclosed out-
side the Government and shall not be duplicated,
used, or disclosed in whole or in part for any other
purpose other than evaluation of this proposal. If a
funding agreement is awarded to this offeror as a
result of or in connection with the submission of
these data, the Government shall have the right to
duplicate, use, or disclose the data to the extent
provided in the funding agreement and pursuant to
applicable law. This restriction does not limit the
Government’s right to use information contained in
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the data if it is obtained from another source with-
out restriction. The data subject to this restriction
are contained in pages of this proposal.”

Any other legend may be unacceptable to the Govern-
ment and may constitute grounds for removing the proposal
from further consideration, without assuming any liability
for inadvertent disclosure. The Government will limit dis-
semination of such information to within official channels.

b. Alternative To Minimize Proprietary Information

Offerors shall limit proprietary information to only that
absolutely essential to their proposal.

c. Rights in Data Developed Under SBIR Funding
Agreements

The Contract will contain a data clause that will pro-
vide the following:

SBIR RIGHTS NOTICE (MAR 1994)

These SBIR data are furnished with SBIR rights under
Contract No. (and subcontract if
appropriate). For a period of four (4) years after acceptance
of all items to be delivered under this contract, the Govern-
ment agrees to use these data for Government purposes
only, and they shall not be disclosed outside the Govern-
ment (including disclosure for procurement purposes) dur-
ing such period without permission of the Contractor,
except that, subject to the foregoing use and disclosure pro-
hibitions, such data may be disclosed for use by support
Contractors. After the aforesaid 4-year period the Govern-
ment has a royalty-free license to use, and to authorize oth-
ers to use on its behalf, these data for Government purposes,
but is relieved of all disclosure prohibitions and assumes no
liability for unauthorized use of these data by third parties.
This Notice shall be affixed to any reproductions of these
data, in whole or in part.

d. Copyrights

With prior written permission of the Contracting Offi-
cer, the Awardee normally may copyright and publish (con-
sistent with appropriate national security considerations, if
any) material developed with EPA support. EPA receives a
royalty-free license for the Federal Government and re-
quires that each publication contain an appropriate ac-
knowledgment and disclaimer statement.

e. Patents
Small business concerns normally may retain the prin-

cipal worldwide patent rights to any invention developed
with Governmental support. The Government receives a
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royalty-free license for Federal Government use, reserves
the right to require the patent holder to license others in cer-
tain circumstances, and requires that anyone exclusively li-
censed to sell the invention in the United States must
normally manufacture it domestically. To the extent author-
ized by 35 U.S.C. 205, the Government will not make pub-
lic any information disclosing a Government-supported
invention for a 4-year period to allow the Awardee a rea-
sonable time to pursue a patent.

E. COST SHARING

Cost sharing is permitted for proposals under this Pro-
gram Solicitation; however, cost sharing is not required nor
will it be an evaluation factor in consideration of your pro-
posal.

F. PROFIT OR FEE

Reasonable fee (estimated profit) will be considered
under this solicitation. For guidance purposes, the amount
of profit normally shall not exceed 10 percent (10%) of total
project costs.

G. JOINT VENTURES OR
LIMITED PARTNERSHIPS

Joint ventures and limited partnerships are eligible pro-
vided the entity created qualifies as a small business as de-
fined in this Program Solicitation.

H. RESEARCH AND
ANALYTICAL WORK

1. For Phase I, a minimum of two-thirds of the research
and/or analytical effort must be performed by the proposing
small business concern unless otherwise approved in writing
by the Contracting Officer.

2. For Phase II, a minimum of one-half of the research
and/or analytical effort must be performed by the proposing
small business concern unless otherwise approved in writing
by the Contracting Officer.

I. CONTRACTOR

COMMITMENTS

Upon award of a funding agreement, the Awardee will
be required to make certain legal commitments through ac-
ceptance of numerous clauses in Phase I funding agree-
ments. The outline that follows is illustrative of the types of
clauses to which the Contractor would be committed. This
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list should not be understood to represent a complete list of
clauses to be included in Phase I funding agreements, nor to
be specific wording of such clauses. Copies of complete
terms and conditions are available upon request.

1. INSPECTION. Work performed under the con-
tract is subject to Government inspection and evaluation at
all times.

2. EXAMINATION OF RECORDS. The Comptrol-
ler General (or a duly authorized representative) shall have
the right to examine any directly pertinent records of the
awardee involving transactions related to this contract.

3. DEFAULT. The Government may terminate the
contract if the Contractor fails to perform the work con-
tracted.

4. TERMINATION FOR CONVENIENCE. The
contract may be terminated at any time by the Government
if it deems termination to be in its best interest, in which
case the Contractor will be compensated for work per-
formed and for reasonable termination costs.

5. DISPUTES. Any dispute concerning the funding
agreement that cannot be resolved by agreement shall be
decided by the Contracting Officer with right of appeal.

6. EQUAL OPPORTUNITY. The awardee will not
discriminate against any employee or applicant for employ-
ment because of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.

7. AFFIRMATIVE ACTION FOR VETERANS.
The awardee will not discriminate against any employee or
application for employment because he or she is a disabled
veteran or veteran of the Vietnam era.

8. AFFIRMATIVE ACTION FOR HANDICAP-
PED. The awardee will not discriminate against any em-
ployee or applicant for employment because he or she is
physically or mentally handicapped.

9. OFFICIALS NOT TO BENEFIT. No Govern-
ment official shall benefit personally from the contract.

10. COVENANT AGAINST CONTINGENT FEES.
No person or agency has been employed to solicit or secure
the contract upon an understanding for compensation except
bonafide employees or commercial agencies maintained by
the Contractor for the purpose of securing business.

11. GRATUITIES. The contract may be terminated
by the Government if any gratuities have been offered to
any representative of the Government to secure the contract.
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12. PATENT AND COPYRIGHT INFRINGE-
MENT. The Contractor shall report each notice or claim of
patent infringement based on the performance of the con-
tract.

13. AMERICAN MADE EQUIPMENT AND
PRODUCTS. When purchasing equipment or a product
under the SBIR funding agreement, purchase only Ameri-
can-made items whenever possible.

J. ADDITIONAL
INFORMATION

1. The Program Solicitation is intended for informa-
tional purposes and reflects current planning. If there is any
inconsistency between the information contained herein and
the terms of any resulting SBIR funding agreement, the
terms of the funding agreement are controlling.

2. Before award of an SBIR funding agreement, the
Government may request the offeror to submit certain or-
ganizational, management, personnel, and financial
information to assure responsibility of the offeror.

3. The Government is not responsible for any monies
expended by the offeror before award of any funding agree-
ment.

4. This Program Solicitation is not an offer by the
Government and does not obligate the Government to make
any specific number of awards. Also, awards under the
SBIR program are contingent upon the availability of funds.

5. The EPA SBIR program is not a substitute for exist-
ing unsolicited proposal mechanisms. Unsolicited proposals
shall not be accepted under the EPA SBIR program in either
Phase I or Phase II.

6. If an award is made pursuant to a proposal submitted
under this Program Solicitation, the Contractor will be re-
quired to certify that he or she has not previously been, nor
currently is being, paid for essentially equivalent work by
any agency of the Federal Government.

7. Notwithstanding the relatively broad definition of
R/R&D in Section II, Definitions hereof, awards under this
solicitation are limited to APPLIED forms of research. Pro-
posals that are surveys, including market, state-of the-art
and/or literature surveys, which should have been performed
by the offeror prior to the preparation of the proposal, or the
preparation of allied questionnaires and instruction manuals,
shall not be accepted. If such proposals are submitted, they
shall be considered as not in compliance with the solicita-
tion intent, and therefore, technically unacceptable.
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8. The requirement that the offeror designate a topic,
and only one topic, (see page 1, Section I above) also is
necessary. EPA receives hundreds of proposals each year
and has special teams of reviewers for review of each re-
search topic. In order to assure that proposals are evaluated
by the correct team, it is the complete responsibility of the
offeror to select and identify the best topic.

9. Instructions to Offerors - Competitive Acquisition
(May 2001) FAR 52.215-1:

(a) Definitions (as used in this provision)

“Discussions” are negotiations that occur after es-
tablishment of the competitive range that may, at the
Contracting Officer’s discretion, result in the offeror
being allowed to revise its proposal.

“In writing,” “writing,” or “written” means any
worded or numbered expression that can be read, re-
produced, and later communicated, and includes elec-
tronically transmitted and stored information.

“Proposal modification” is a change made to a
proposal before the solicitation's closing date and time,
or made in response to an amendment, or made to cor-
rect a mistake at any time before award.

“Proposal revision” is a change to a proposal made
after the solicitation closing date, at the request of or as
allowed by a Contracting Officer as the result of nego-
tiations.

“Time,” if stated as a number of days, is calculated
using calendar days, unless otherwise specified, and
will include Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays.
However, if the last day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or
legal holiday, then the period shall include the next
working day.

(b) Amendments to solicitations

If this solicitation is amended, all terms and con-
ditions that are not amended remain unchanged. Of-
ferors shall acknowledge receipt of any amendment to
this solicitation by the date and time specified in the
amendment(s).

(¢) Submission, modification, revision, and withdrawal
of proposals

(1) Unless other methods (e.g., electronic com-
merce or facsimile) are permitted in the solicitation,
proposals and modifications to proposals shall be sub-
mitted in paper media in sealed envelopes or packages
(i) addressed to the office specified in the solicitation,
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and (ii) showing the time and date specified for receipt,
the solicitation number, and the name and address of
the offeror. Offerors using commercial carriers should
ensure that the proposal is marked on the outermost
wrapper with the information in paragraphs (c)(1)(i)
and (c)(1)(ii) of this provision.

(2) The first page of the proposal must show—
(i) The solicitation number;

(i1) The name, address, and telephone and fac-
simile numbers of the offeror (and electronic
address if available);

(iii) A statement specifying the extent of
agreement with all terms, conditions, and pro-
visions included in the solicitation and agree-
ment to furnish any or all items upon which
prices are offered at the price set opposite each
item;

(iv) Names, titles, and telephone and facsimile
numbers (and electronic addresses if available)
of persons authorized to negotiate on the of-
feror’s behalf with the Government in con-
nection with this solicitation; and

(v) Name, title, and signature of person author-
ized to sign the proposal. Proposals signed by
an agent shall be accompanied by evidence of
that agent’s authority, unless that evidence has
been previously furnished to the issuing office.

(3) Submission, modification, revision, and with-
drawal of proposals.

(1) Offerors are responsible for submitting pro-
posals, and any modifications or revisions, so
as to reach the Government office designated
in the solicitation by the time specified in the
solicitation. If no time is specified in the soli-
citation, the time for receipt is 4:30 p.m., local
time, for the designated Government office on
the date that proposal or revision is due.

(i1) (A) Any proposal, modification, or re-
vision received at the Government office des-
ignated in the solicitation after the exact time
specified for receipt of offers is “late” and will
not be considered unless it is received before
award is made, the Contracting Officer deter-
mines that accepting the late offer would not
unduly delay the acquisition; and—
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(1) If it was transmitted through an electron-
ic commerce method authorized by the soli-
citation, it was received at the initial point
of entry to the Government infrastructure
not later than 5:00 p.m. one (1) working day
prior to the date specified for receipt of pro-
posals; or

(2) There is acceptable evidence to establish
that it was received at the Government in-
stallation designated for receipt of offers
and was under the Government’s control
prior to the time set for receipt of offers; or

(3) It is the only proposal received.

(i1) (B) However, a late modification of an
otherwise successful proposal that makes its
terms more favorable to the Government, will
be considered at any time it is received and
may be accepted.

(ii1) Acceptable evidence to establish the time
of receipt at the Government installation in-
cludes the time/date stamp of that installation
on the proposal wrapper, other documentary
evidence of receipt maintained by the installa-
tion, or oral testimony or statements of Gov-
ernment personnel.

(iv) If an emergency or unanticipated event in-
terrupts normal Government processes so that
proposals cannot be received at the office des-
ignated for receipt of proposals by the exact
time specified in the solicitation, and urgent
Government requirements preclude amend-
ment of the solicitation, the time specified for
receipt of proposals will be deemed to be ex-
tended to the same time of day specified in the
solicitation on the first work day on which
normal Government processes resume.

(v) Proposals may be withdrawn by written
notice received at any time before award.

Oral proposals in response to oral solicitations
may be withdrawn orally. If the solicitation
authorizes facsimile proposals, proposals may
be withdrawn via facsimile received at any
time before award, subject to the conditions
specified in the provision at 52.215-5, Fac-
simile Proposals. Proposals may be with-
drawn in person by an offeror or an authorized
representative, if the identity of the person re-
questing withdrawal is established and the
person signs a receipt for the proposal before
award.
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(4) Unless otherwise specified in the solicitation,
the offeror may propose to provide any item or combi-
nation of items.

(5) Offerors shall submit proposals in response to
this solicitation in English, unless otherwise permitted
by the solicitation, and in U.S. dollars, unless the provi-
sion at FAR 52.225-17, Evaluation of Foreign Currency
Offers, is included in the solicitation.

(6) Offerors may submit modifications to their pro-
posals at any time before the solicitation closing date
and time, and may submit modifications in response to
an amendment, or to correct a mistake at any time be-
fore award.

(7) Offerors may submit revised proposals only if
requested or allowed by the Contracting Officer.

(8) Proposals may be withdrawn at any time before
award. Withdrawals are effective upon receipt of no-
tice by the Contracting Officer.

(d) Offer expiration date

Proposals in response to this solicitation will be
valid for the number of days specified on the solicita-
tion cover sheet (unless a different period is proposed
by the offeror).

(e) Restriction on disclosure and use of data

Offerors that include in their proposals data that
they do not want disclosed to the public for any pur-
pose, or used by the Government except for evaluation
purposes, shall—

(1) Mark the title page with the following legend:
This proposal includes data that shall not be disclosed
outside the Government and shall not be duplicated,
used, or disclosed—in whole or in part—for any pur-
pose other than to evaluate this proposal. If, however, a
contract is awarded to this offeror as a result of—or in
connection with—the submission of these data, the
Government shall have the right to duplicate, use, or
disclose the data to the extent provided in the resulting
contract. This restriction does not limit the Govern-
ment’s right to use information contained in these data
if it is are obtained from another source without restric-
tion. The data subject to this restriction are contained
in sheets [insert numbers or other identification of
sheets]; and

(2) Mark each sheet of data they wish to restrict
with the following legend: Use or disclosure of data
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contained on this sheet is subject to the restriction on
the title page of this proposal.

(f) Contract award

(1) The Government intends to award a contract or
contracts resulting from this solicitation to the respon-
sible offeror(s) whose proposal(s) represents the best
value after evaluation in accordance with the factors
and subfactors in the solicitation.

(2) The Government may reject any or all propo-
sals if such action is in the Government’s interest.

(3) The Government may waive informalities and
minor irregularities in proposals received.

(4) The Government intends to evaluate proposals
and award a contract without discussions with offerors
(except clarifications as described in FAR 15.306(a)).
Therefore, the offeror’s initial proposal should contain
the offeror’s best terms from a cost or price and tech-
nical standpoint. The Government reserves the right to
conduct discussions if the Contracting Officer later de-
termines them to be necessary. If the Contracting Offi-
cer determines that the number of proposals that would
otherwise be in the competitive range exceeds the
number at which an efficie